Persistence is a term that was developed to dis-
In the case of C. tracomatis, with the notable exception of the lymphogranuloma venereum biovar, active growth and progression to a productive infection, with generation of infectious forms (elementary bodies, EB), appears to be restricted to epithelial cells lining either ocular (conjunctiva) or genital (urethra in males, endocervix to fallopian tubes in females) mucosal surfaces, although spread to deeper tissue and in the case in Reiter's disease, synovium, is possible. In the case of (7. Application of each of these broad areas of research (evaluation of clinical samples, animal models and more appropriate mimicks of in vivo conditions) will combine to provide a clear answer to the question of whether persistent growth is an in vivo reality or a cell culture artifact.
